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Abstract

The main purpose of the article is to describe and analyze systematically through historical
sources and contemporary literature Amir Temur's important role in the evolution of 14th-
century military art. The study shows that Temur's inventive military strategies, organizational
changes, and tactical methods affected not only Central Asian warfare but also set the
standards that became universal in the course of military history ever after.
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INTRODUCTION

Amir Temur (1336-1405) is one of the
historical military commanders who left the
greatest mark on warfare thanks to the
innovations which he introduced. His
military campaigns resulted in a great
empire that was not only a product of force
but also a reflection of advanced
understanding of strategic planning, tactical
flexibility, and organization [1]. The study of
Temur's military contributions is significant
not only due to historical interest but also to
the fact that many of his principles had
already spread to later military
developments in Central Asia and beyond
[2]. Although there is plenty of literature on
Temur's conquests, a systematic analysis
of his specific innovations in military art
needs a thorough examination of how his
reforms changed warfare methodology.
This research is aimed at showing the
contributions of Temur's military reforms,
strategic doctrines, and tactical innovations
to the development of military art,
distinguishing his innovations from inherited
Mongol military traditions while assessing
their lasting impact on subsequent military
development in the region [3].
METHODOLOGY AND LITERATURE
REVIEW

The researcher used a qualitative analytical
methodology that relied heavily on a
systematic review of historical sources and

Vol 2. Issue 7 (2025)

scholarly literature on Amir Temur's military
campaigns and organizational systems.
The methods employed included historical
comparative analysis that compared how
Temur's military practices evolved and
separated from Mongol military traditions
while taking in and adopting elements from
Persian and Central Asian military cultures
[4]. The Uzbek scholars gave a thorough
examination of the military organizational
structures of Temur and put great emphasis
on the role that he played in uniting the
Central Asian military traditions and on his
very systematic method of army formation
[5]. Dadaboyev's research in particular
brings to light the promotion systems based
on merit under Temur and his tactics of
integrating different ethnic military units into
strong and united forces, emphasizing that
the army was recruiting not only from
among the nomads but also from the settled
communities of farmers and artisans [6].

Russian historiography, especially the
writings of Grekov, Yakubovsky, and Razin,
analyze Temur's campaigns from the
perspective of strategic geography and
geopolitical scrutiny, determining how his
military movements were an interpretation
of the terrain, the supply lines, and the
weaknesses of the enemies [7]. The
sources put special emphasis on the
systems of intelligence gathering of Temur
and also on his being a master of
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psychological warfare. Academic literature
from different parts of the world puts the
military innovations of Temur in the context
of a wider development in medieval warfare,
and his methods are compared to those of
the military systems of the
contemporaneous European and Middle
Eastern regions [8]. The major sources of
the writings, such as Sharafuddin Al
Yazdi's Zafarnama, Nizamiddin Shami's
Zafarnama, and lbn Arabshah'’s biography,
offer in-depth accounts of the military
organization of Temur, implementation of
tactics, and campaign strategies [9]. From
these sources, it is deduced that Temur was
one of the first Easterners to incorporate
firearms, including cannons, into his army
and that, in addition, his troops were trained
for carrying out operations in hilly regions
[10]. The studies have reached agreement
on a number of aspects concerning the
military genius of Temur: his phenomenal
strategic planning, his adaptive resistance
tactics to different enemies and other areas,
his highly developed logistical systems, and
his reliance on engineers for warfare
especially in sieges.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The historical source analysis indicates that
Amir Temur's military art application was on
several interrelated fronts that were not only
a reform but an upgradation of warfare
techniques as a whole. The most radical
organizational change that Temur made
was the seven-division system of battle,
which was a complete break from the
traditional five-division setup used by past
commanders [1]. This vyasol system
provided the commanders with tactical
flexibility and depth in battle deployment,
which allowed them to conduct more
elaborate maneuvers and hold reserves.
The seven divisions consisted of the
vanguard, the right and left advance guards,
the right and left flanks, the center, and
rearguard, which made engagement to
have multiple layers of tactical options [2].
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In fact, it is reported that later on, military
leaders like Toktamish and Shaybonid
Khan adopted this innovation, which is an
indicator of its effectiveness [3]. Besides
that, Temur also instituted  strict
organizational standards that had a clear
command structure and specific equipment
requirements for his army.

As per the requirement of the archers, there
was one bow, thirty arrows, one quiver, one
shield, one spare horse, half a man's weight
rope, an awl, a leather bag, and one
cauldron [4]. Every group of ten soldiers had
one tent, two shovels, one pickaxe, one
sickle, one saw, one hoe, one axe, and one
hundred needles for their logistical self-
sufficiency in campaigns. The command
hierarchy was accurately organized with
three hundred thirteen commanders
directing different formations: one hundred
decurions commanding ten men each, one
hundred centurions commanding one
hundred, and one hundred overall in charge
of thousands, with the divisions comprising
Temur's sons, grandsons, and prominent
generals [5]. Temur brought into play the
qunbul or qumbul tactical formation, a
mobile cavalry reserve that was to provide
protection to the army's flanks against the
enemy attacks and at the same time, to
enable the army to carry out flanking
movements and strike the enemies from
their rear [6]. This tactical innovation was a
breakthrough in military strategies as no
other army in history had employed such
formations, Alexander, Hannibal, Genghis
Khan, Louis XIV, or Frederick the Great,
which clearly showed Temur's remarkable
contribution to tactical thinking. The term
would later change to tolyuma in the military
language of Shaybonid [7]. Temur's tactics
for military and recruitment was
revolutionary; he not only called up the
conventional cavalry but also relied on the
foot soldiers from the settled agricultural,
crafts, and trading populations to form a
diverse and adaptable military force [8]. His
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army reportedly had female units that
participated in battles alongside males and
demonstrated their skills in archery, spear,
and sword according to Ibn Arabshah who
called them bravest and most skilled [9].
Temur was among the first Eastern rulers to
systematically integrate firearms into his
military forces, introducing cannons and
various types of artillery including zarbzan,
farangi, and gozon, significantly enhancing
siege warfare capabilities [10]. His strategic
approach emphasized comprehensive
intelligence gathering through advanced
reconnaissance systems, careful selection
of battlefields with attention to terrain
advantages and solar  positioning,
systematic preparation including military
reviews and hunting exercises to assess
combat readiness, and sophisticated siege
techniques including prolonged blockades
and engineering operations. Temur's
tactical doctrine emphasized destroying
enemy defenses through various methods,
delivering sudden strikes against major
enemy cities, surrounding enemy forces on
the broadest possible scale while
systematically capturing villages and towns,
pursuing defeated enemies to complete
annihilation, and appointing trusted
administrators to govern conquered
territories.

The standard deployment for major battles
involved the army center divided into forty
units under direct command of the supreme
commander, with twelve elite units forming
the first line and twenty-eight units forming
second and third lines, while princely forces
occupied positions on the right and allied
forces on the left, each supported by
advance guards. Bobur later modified this
traditional five-division system,
strengthening the center and introducing
personal guard units arranged in three lines,
demonstrating the evolution of Temurids'
military art across generations. The
disciplinary system maintained strict order
through the yasol code, with severe
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punishments for violations, establishment of
fortified camps surrounded by wagons and
ditches with guard units, and use of specific
passwords for each wunit to prevent
confusion during marches and battles.
CONCLUSION
Amir Temur's contributions to military art
represent a significant evolutionary step in
medieval warfare, combining inherited
Mongol military traditions with original
innovations that addressed the specific
challenges of late 14th-century combat. His
introduction of the seven-division battle
formation, creation of the qunbul tactical
reserve, systematic integration of firearms
and specialized units, and sophisticated
logistical and organizational systems
collectively advanced military art beyond
contemporary practices. These innovations
were not merely theoretical constructs but
proved their effectiveness through decades
of successful campaigns across diverse
geographic and strategic contexts. The
subsequent adoption of Temur's tactical
innovations by later Central Asian rulers
demonstrates their practical value and
lasting influence on regional military
development. Temur's military legacy
extends beyond tactical and organizational
innovations to encompass strategic thinking
that integrated military operations with
political objectives, demonstrating
understanding of warfare as an instrument
of statecraft rather than an end in itself.
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