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Abstract

This article studies one of the most important aspects of Amir Temur's military art - the tactics
of forming an army's combat formation - from a historical-analytical perspective. The results of
the study show that Temur's military tactics were far ahead of their time and were studied and

used by military theorists in subsequent centuries.
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Introduction. Amir Timur (1336-1405) is
recognized as the greatest commander and
statesman in the history of Central Asia. His
military achievements were not only the
result of territorial expansion, but also the
product of deep knowledge of military art,
innovative tactical approaches, and unique
skills in troop command.[1] At the end of the
14th - beginning of the 15th centuries,
Timur's empire encompassed a vast
territory stretching from Samarkand to
Delhi, from the Volga River to Damascus,
and these achievements were largely
based on his tactics of establishing a
combat order and effective command of the
army[2]. Timur's military tactics caused
significant changes in medieval military art
and were studied by many military theorists
in subsequent centuries. His tactics of
structuring the army's combat order were
based on combining the classical nomadic
style with elements of urban planning and
fortress warfare, which allowed him to
achieve success in various military
situations. In modern historiography, the
study of Timur's military heritage is of
particular importance, as it had a significant
influence on the formation of military culture
not only in Central Asia, but also throughout
the Eurasian continent [3]. The purpose of
this research is a comprehensive analysis
of Amir Timur's tactics of forming the military
order based on historical sources and
modern scientific literature, determining its
place in military art, and assessing its
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influence on subsequent periods. The
relevance of the research is manifested in
the fact that it serves to enrich knowledge
about military tactics and a deep
understanding of the military history of
Central Asia.

Methodology and literature analysis.
This research was carried out on the basis
of historical-analytical, comparative, and
systematic approaches. The main sources
were Sharafuddin Ali Yazdi's "Zafarnama,”
Nizamuddin Shami's "Zafarnama,” and
other written historical documents of the
Timurid era. Among modern studies, such
fundamental works as V.V.Bartold's
"Ulugbek and His Era"[5], B.A.Akhmedov's
"Amir Timur and His Era"[6], as well as
foreign author Beatrice Forbes Manz's "The
Rise and Rule of Tamerlane"[7] were
analyzed. Analysis of the literature shows
that there are different views on Timur's
military tactics, with some historians
emphasizing his nomadic tactics, while
others highlight his innovative approaches.
The Russian historian V.V. Bartold
connects Timur's military achievements
with his ability to organize the army and
effectively build a battle formation [5].
Uzbek scholar B.A. Akhmedov extensively
covers Timur's military reforms and
changes in the army structure, especially
emphasizing the military-administrative
structure based on the decimal system [6].
Foreign researchers, including Beatrice
Forbes Manz, analyze Timur's military

Page8



10 B International
Tectvmagyy
Journal of
S Multidiscipline

TLEP — International Journal of Multidiscipline
(Technology, ,
ISSN: 2488-9342 (Print) | 2488-9334 (Online)

, and Psychology)

Open Access | Peer-Reviewed | Monthly Publication | Impact factor: 8.497 / 2025

strategy in the context of his political goals
and compare his military tactics with the
traditions of Genghis Khan[7]. In the context
of world historiography, David Nicole

provides valuable information about
medieval military tactics and weaponry in
Medieval Warfare Source Book [8].

Methodologically, the study used methods
of critical analysis of historical sources,
comparison of the opinions of different
authors, and drawing logical conclusions.
Analysis of the literature shows that there
are still many undiscovered aspects of
Timur's tactics of structuring the army's
combat order, which require further study of
this topic Results and discussion. Based on
the analysis of historical sources and
scientific literature, it can be determined that
Amir Timur's tactics of structuring the
army's combat order were based on several
basic principles. Firstly, Timur's army was
organized according to the decimal system,
with the smallest division consisting of ten
men and subsequently combined into
hundreds, thousands, and tens of
thousands[4]. This structure allowed for the
maintenance of military discipline and the
prompt delivery of orders. Secondly,
Timur's military order was based on the
principles of flexibility and maneuverability,
which is a key feature of the nomadic
military tradition, which used the most
effective methods of encircling or striking
the enemy by strategically positioning the
central, right, and left wings of the army [5].
Thirdly, Timur attached great importance to
military  intelligence and information,
gathering detailed information about the
enemy's strength, location, and
weaknesses before each battle, which
created an important basis for strategic
planning [6]. Fourthly, his army consisted of
various military units, including light and
heavy cavalry, infantry, artillery, and a
group of engineers, which made it possible
to solve complex military tasks [7]. Timur
also used elements of psychological
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warfare in his battle order, for example, he
used tactics of indicating the number of
troops to intimidate the enemy or to distract
the enemy through rapid attacks [9].
Analysis of the literature shows thatOne of
Timur's most famous tactical approaches
was the so-called “encirclement trap”
method, which involved deliberately
withdrawing part of the army to lure the
enemy into pursuit, followed by coordinated
strikes from the flanks and the rear [4]. This
tactic was effectively employed in
numerous battles, including the famous
victory over the Ottoman Sultan Bayezid | at
the Battle of Ankara in 1402 [7]. In
addition, Timur was highly skilled in fortress
warfare and siege tactics; he applied
advanced engineering technologies of his
time, such as siege towers, catapults, and
methods of blocking water supplies [6]. His
military tactics were evident not only on the
battlefield but also at the strategic level—he
demonstrated the ability to mobilize troops
simultaneously along different directions
and achieve multiple objectives at once
[10].

Timur's approach to organizing battle
formations developed classical Mongol
military traditions while enriching them with
new military technologies and tactical
innovations of his era. This approach
enabled him to conduct successful military
operations against various types of
enemies, and his military legacy continued
to be studied in subsequent centuries.
Another important aspect of Timur's
battlefield formation tactics was his
communication system and command
transmission mechanism.  Historical
sources indicate that Timur implemented a
system of signals using banners, drums,
trumpets, and a specialized communication
service, which made it possible to manage
large military units effectively on the
battlefield. During combat, banners of
different colors and sound signals conveyed
specific commands, and military units acted
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swiftly in accordance with these signals.
This system was patrticularly crucial during
encirclement  operations or tactical
withdrawals, as it allowed Timur's army to
divide into multiple wings, operate
independently, and simultaneously
maintain centralized control.

Furthermore, Timur placed great emphasis
on military training and regular drills,
conducting exercises under conditions
similar to actual combat situations, which
enhanced the army’s ability to act quickly
and efficiently in real battles [10]. His army
developed not only military skills but also a
strong culture of discipline and strict
obedience to commands—an essential
component of sustained military success.
In analyzing Timur’'s combat tactics, special
attention should be given to his ability to
account for geographical and climatic
conditions. Sources show that Timur was
capable of conducting warfare in diverse
natural environments—deserts, mountains,
steppes, and urban areas—and applied
tactics suited to each setting [6]. For
instance, in desert regions he divided his
forces into self-sufficient units in terms of
food and water supply and employed
surprise  attacks from  unexpected
directions. In mountainous terrain, he
focused on controlling high ground and
organizing ambushes in narrow passes.
Moreover, Timur planned winter and
summer campaigns differently, using
seasonal characteristics to his advantage—
crossing frozen rivers in winter and
launching attacks in summer when enemy
forces were exhausted by heat. His army
was equipped with special gear and clothing
suitable for various climatic zones,
demonstrating a high level of logistical
organization.

Conclusion.

Amir Timur’s tactics of organizing battlefield
formations represent one of the highest
achievements of medieval military art.
Analysis of historical sources and modern
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research indicates that Timur's military
successes were not accidental but the
result of carefully designed strategy,
effective army organization, and innovative
tactical approaches. His military structure
was based on the decimal system, which
enabled rapid command transmission and
ensured discipline.
Flexibility in battle formations,
maneuverability, psychological impact, and
delivering strikes at the right moment played
a crucial role in his tactics. Timur paid
special attention to military intelligence,
thoroughly studying the enemy and
exploiting its weaknesses. His army
consisted of various specialized military
units, allowing it to solve complex
operational tasks. Research findings show
that Timur's military tactics remained
significant not only in his own era but also in
later centuries and continue to be studied by
military theorists. His military legacy is
regarded as an integral part of Central
Asian and world military history. In the
future, further in-depth research on this
topic—especially based on archival
documents and newly  discovered
sources—remains highly necessary.
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